Attachment E

MARVIN E. PRATT

COMMON COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Alderman, 1¢ District

CITY OF MILWAUKEE

City Hall, Room 205
e - _ 200 East Wells Street
Apnil 1, 2003 Mitwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

| | Office: (414) 286-2221

Board of Commissioners

Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 1607 : '

Waulkesha, WI 53187-1607

Re: PROPOSED FREEWAY EXPANSION |

Dear Commission Members: -

We, the undersigned members of the Milwaukee Common Council, are greatly ‘
concerned about the freeway expansion plan as proposed by the Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission (SEWRPC). As you know, this plan as advocated by
SEWRPC would require the destruction of at least 216 homes and 31 businesses in the
greater Milwaukee and southeastern Wisconsin areas. Further, the plan neglects to
consider the additional land necessary to reloeate electric transmission lines and.
transformers, as well as the acreage needed for stormwater, ice and snow runoff, and
detention ponds. ' '

The current SEWRPC plan will decimate neighborhoods; sharply devalue remaining
‘nearby properties, and gut more than $160 million from Milwaukee County tax rolls, as
well as millions of dollars from municipalities in our region. The amount of air, noise,
light and visual pollution will skyrocket under such a massive freeway expansion, further
deteriorating our environmental quality of life.

The fact that all of our area’s fresways must be maintained and reconstructed on a
regular basis, with certain improvements for safety reasons, is indisputable. However,
SEWRPC and the State of Wisconsin need to train a more critical eye on what is
absolutely necessary for our overall transportation system and how it affects our
neighborhoods and families, and then weigh those findings against what we as taxpayers
arid citizens can afford.

We recognize that SEWRPC is able to proceed with no voter oversight and no
accountability to taxpayers. SEWRPC is composed of seven area counties and has no
City of Milwaukee representation on the board. The Milwaukee County Board recently
passed a resolution opposing the freeway expansion, which was vetoed by County
Executive Scott Walker, :



As members of the Milwaukee Common Council, we represent the concerns of city
residents and business owners, those persons who will be impacted most negatively by
the proposal Qur membership stands united in its opposition to the freeway expansion as
currently proposed by SEWRPC.

Thank you for this 6pportunity to inform you of our position. We look forward to
working with and hearing from you in the near future.

Sincerely,
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March 31, 2003

Via Facsimile:

William Drew, Chainman

SEWRPC - System Advisory Cornmities
P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, W1 53187-1607

Dear Chatrman Deew:

On behalf of the over 150 members of the “Safety With Increased Freeway Transportation
(SWIFT)” Coalition, 1 am writing 1o urge the Advisory Committee to preserve the freeway system
reconstruction plan oniginally proposed by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Cormmission (SEWRPC). Please share this letter with Advisory Committee members.

The SWIFT Coalition was foemed just 2 week ago and has been growing at a rapid pace. 1 anticipate
that many more metropolitan arez companics will join the ranks in the weeks to come in order to
suppart planaing for expansion.

- SWIFT supports planning additional lanes for all 127 miles of the freeway system for the following
reasons: o

The increased congestion on the frecway threatens the safety of drivers and passengers.

. According ta SEWRPC, rear-end accidents account for mare than 70 percent of accidents on

congested freeway segments. Furthermore, on congested freeways, rear-end accident rates
incrense 5 to 15 tmes. ‘This increase in accident rates ovedoads our hospitals, doctors and
nurses, emergency medical technicians and police officess. '

The congestion on ihe freeway system resulis in a substantial economic loss. According
to SEWRPC, ninety percent of the daily traffic on the Milwaukee County freeway system
consists of Milwaukee County residents (50 percent) or people traveling to and from Milwaukee
County businesses and industries (40 percent), This traffic is made up of our employees, clients
and customers. Dangerous and time-consuming travel on the freeway systemn only inhibits travel
to and from the city, taking its toll on Milwaukee’s economiic vitality. We believe that additional
lanes, along with other important improvements in our 30-year-old freeway system will benefir
residents and businesses and encourage economic growth,

Traffic congestion increases air pollution. The same level of raffic throughout the region is
cwpected rogardless of the addition of freeway laries. Reconsmucting the freeway system with
mote lanes will decrease traffic congestion and allow vehicles to operate more efficiently.

Safity With Inceeased Freeway Téansportition .
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« Additional lanes will not create more urban sprawl. The argument that urban sprawl will
be exacerbated because of an expansion of the freeway system is inflated and misguided.
Making it more difficult for employess, clients and product distribution to ammive at a
particular location forces businesses 1o locate in areas that are mare easily acecssible.
Housing then generally follows employment centers outward.

v Traffic congestion affects everyone’s quality of life. Congestion causes delays in deliveries,
it hurts ermployes productivity, and diminishes the quality of life of our employess. Not only
docs the increased traffic congestion affect commuters but also those who live and work in
the city, Increased traffic volume on the Interstates forees eommuyters to seek out other routes
to get to their destinations. Therefore, freeway traffic spills over onto arterial and
neighborhood roadways.

o There is significant public support for expanding the freeway, SEWRPC conducted a
survey of ever 15,000 houscholds in Southeastern Wisconsin, Of those surveyed, 75 percant
in the region, 78 percent in Milwaukee County and 76 percent in the City of Milwaukee
support “adding freeway langes in their connry of residence”.

SEWRPC anticipates that traffic congestion will nearly double by the year 2020. We need 1o
design a system that works for the future, not simply make cosmetic changes to a system that is
eurrently congested, It is more cost effective to plan to add lanes now in order to have an
opportunity for federal funding in the firture.

SEWRPC has even admitted in a recent article in the Milwaukes Daily Reoporter on Murch 18
2003 that removing the few miles of interstate expansion of the plan “makes a very minimal
change to the estimated cost of reconstructing the frecway systom. It has more congestion, more
delays, more travel time, more reliability problems. That's clearly the tradeoff."

We are not willing to live with this tradeoff. We urge you to maintain the 127-mile freoway

cxpansion component of SEWRPC’s plan. We believe it is premature to climinate such a critical

recornmendation in these early stages of the freeway reconstruction process. 'We appteciate your
" consideration of this request, '

As always, we wish you continued suceess.

Sincerely,

R = DL

Pati Wallner
President
Waukesha Area Chamber of Commercs
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Greater Milwaukee Association of

REALTORS’

Wednesday, April 02, 2003

William Drew

Chairman, SEWRPC

P.O. Box 1607

Waukesha, Wl 83187-1607

Dear Mr. Drew,

The Board of Directors of the Greater Miiwaukee Association of REALTORS® is in support of
SEWRPC's proposal to rebuild the Southeastern Wisconsin freeway system.

As 2 SEWRPC study shows, the full implementation of all the mitigation policies and programs
would only rediice the growth in traffic volume by about 3%, to say nothing about cutling into
existing volume. Therefore, {0 encourage economic growth and accommodate the increase in
automotive traffic volume and congestion, the GMAR is in faver of the proposed freeway
improvement plan.

At this time, there are no competing plans that comprehensively show how the increase in traffic
volume would be adequatsly accommaodated by other routes or modes. If, at some point in time,
aiternative plans are presented, the GMAR will take them into consideration.

" Thank you for your time and consideration. Please feel free to contact me, or Mike Ruzicka,
Prasident of the GMAR, if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

A7

Bob LaFond
Chairman

ce:  Southeastern Wi Regional Freeway System Advisory Committee Members
Phil Evenson, Executive Director, SEWRPC

12300 W. Center Sweer 8 Milwankee, W1 53222 » [414] 778-4929 = Toll Free |866) 303-GMAR » FAX [414] 7784920
. wWWW,SIIAr. WH
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(‘ isconsin Division Highpoint Office Park
. 567 D’Onofrio Drive
US.Department Madison, Wisconsin 53719-2844
of Tansportation _ 608-829-7500
Federal Highway
Administration
April 2, 2003
HDA-WI
Mr. Philip C. Bvenson, Executive Director
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
- W239 N1812 Rockwood Drive
P.O. Box 1607
Waukesha, WI 53187-1607
Subject: FHWA Representation on SEWRPC Advisory Committees

Dear Mr. Evenson,

I appreciate the opportunity that the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission has
given the Federal Highway Administration to participate on the technical and advisory
committees for the southeastern Wisconsin regional freeway reconstruction study. We view the
FHWA’s role in regional transportation planning studies to be that of a resource to inform and
guide decisions as they relate to federal-aid requirements, national and regional interests, and
technical issues.

The FHWA finds that the SEWRPC freeway reconstruction study adequately analyzed and
addressed the systems planning level needs of the freeway system. I choose to abstain from the
Advisory Committee vote on the final study recommendation because the vote keys on inclusion
or omission of roadway widening within specific sections of the system, which I view to be a
local decision. '

Thank you for providing FHWA membership opportunities on SEWRPC advisory and technical
committees. I look forward to continuing our partnership with SEWRPC, WisDOT, and local _

communities in providing Southeastern Wisconsin with transportation infrastructure and choices
that serve the public’s needs.

Sincerely,

‘ Bruce E. Matzke E I

Division Administrator



